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Improving the Peacemaker’s Perspective

Enneagram #9 — the Peacemaker is trustworthy and accepting of
all people. They see the best in everyone and minimize problems,
while avoiding conflict at all costs. They are deeply optimistic and
respectful.

Luke 1:28-38 (NLT)

Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord
is with you!” Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel
could mean. “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have
found favor with God! You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you
will name him Jesus. He will be very great and will be called the Son of
the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor
David. And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never
end!” Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? | am a virgin.”
The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy,
and he will be called the Son of God. What’s more, your relative
Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People used to say she
was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month.
For the word of God will never fail.” Mary responded, “l am the Lord’s
servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” And then
the angel left her.

John 2:3-5, 10 (NLT)

The wine supply ran out during the festivities, so Jesus’ mother told him,
“They have no more wine.” “Dear woman, that’s not our problem,” Jesus
replied. “My time has not yet come.” But his mother told the servants,
“Do whatever he tells you.”... “A host always serves the best wine first,”
he said. “Then, when everyone has had a lot to drink, he brings out the
less expensive wine. But you have kept the best until now!”

A Positive Reflection of the Peacemaker
1. She sacrifices her own comfort for people she would
never know.
2. She sets others up for success.
3. She created healthy spaces for people of varying
opinions.
4. She listened better than anyone in Jesus’ circle.

The Problem - she was silent = Passive

John 7:5 (NLT)
For even his brothers didn’t believe in him.

The Negative Reflection of the Peacemaker
1. She rarely voiced her own personal needs.
2. She avoided any kind of conflict.
3. She appeared, at times, to be unable to confront.
4. She privately guarded her core feelings and emotions.

The Pro — she was sacrificially seeking unity = Peace
The Best Reflection of the Peacemaker

Matthew 5:10, 43-44 (NLT)

God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the
Kingdom of Heaven is theirs... “You have heard the law that says,
‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. But | say, love your
enemies! Pray for those who persecute you!”

Romans 12:11 (NLT)
Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically.

Jesus was the only perfect peacemaker, who loved even those
who hated him, by substituting his life for the sins of all
mankind.

John 19:30 (NLT)
“Itis finished!”

Healthy Peacemakers Reflect:
* Openness and ownership of their personal feelings.
* Initiative and independence regarding their opinions,
frustrations and preferences.
* Personal and practical goals, outside of caring for
others.

Peacemakers need me to love and appreciate their:
* Positive outlook and practical approach to life.
*» Relaxed lifestyle and resistance to conflict.
* Dependability and discernment in all relationships.

Pastor Rick’s Reading List

The Road Back to You lan Morgan Cron and Suzanne Stabile
The Path Between Us Suzanne Stabile
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